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What can ASCE do for me?

| was once asked that very question early in my career when | approached a co-
worker about becoming a member of ASCE. There are, of course, the obvious perks
such as this periodic newsletter, the ASCE magazine, and the various technical
publications for your chosen specialty. Then there are those that benefit the civil
engineering community as a whole. These benefits are provided by a professional
staff from the National offices of ASCE in Alexandria Virginia and a corps of
volunteers working from the sections and branches who lobby at both the national
and state levels to keep our elected officials aware of the importance of maintaining
and i mproving the nationb6s infrastruct
elected officials on how specific legislature may impact the engineering community.

Beyond those benefits the answer is simple; you get out of ASCE, what you put into it.
There are local meetings and regional and national conferences that offer continuing
education credits, but you have to elect to attend those meetings and conferences.
The conferences and continuing education courses offered by National are available
to members at a discounted rate. When participating in those activities you get
benefits that are proportional to the time and effort that are put into them and the
reward is reflected in CEU or PDH units. But how can you get more out of your ASCE
membership?

One way that | have found that returns much more than what you put into it is by
volunteering to serve. Yes, volunteering requires your time and commitment but the
rewards are countless for the effort. By volunteering you have the opportunity to work
with a broader spectrum of the profession than on the job.  continued on next page
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The opportunities for volunteering on the section level are numerous. Both Lehigh University and Lafayette College have
student chapters that welcome mentors to work with them on their respective Bridges to Prosperity and Engineers without
Borders programs. These programs assist villages in third world countries build sustainable infrastructure to improve their
quality of life. Both have faculty advisors but as we all know an experienced set of eyes to review plans and evaluate ideas is
invaluable to a successful design. There is also an Engineers without Borders Chapter in the greater Lehigh Valley area that
has members from various engineering disciplines. Although the program is interdisciplinary, ASCE is the major national
sponsor of the Engineers without Borders program. In an anecdote that touches on the impact that these organizations can
have on a community, one of our sections past presidents, Peter Terry, once told me he that he and his wife, who is a nurse,
were traveling in an under developed country when they saw a man that had visible symptoms of a bacterial borne disease.
Peteb6s wife |l ooked at him and said, iAiYou know | could cer
replied, AWith a wast e oulanaleit sotthratcoace heeimduredsng sne i s Millage ever gets that
di sease again. o

If concentrating your efforts closer to home has more appeal to you there are many opportunities to serve local, state and
national boards and councils. The Pennsylvania State Council sponsors an annual legislative fly-in where you can meet with
your state representatives and senators to make them aware and keep them abreast of issues that are vital to our profession.
The state council also prepares the Infrastructure Report Card. The most recent report card was published in 2014 and can be
viewed on our website. The report card provides a snap shot of 14 different aspects of the state infrastructure giving each a
rating and presents a cost benefit analysis showing the relationship of the cost of maintenance versus the impact on the

€

statedbs economy. Volunteers to help with the analysis anct

program.

ASCE National offers 8 different engineering institutes and 11 technical groups that you can participate in. The local section
has a committee for the following disciplines in environmental, geotechnical and transportation and a chapter of the Structural
Engineering Institute (SEI). Each of the committees organizes one meeting per year. They are responsible for selecting a
topic, speaker and location and work with the Board of Directors to schedule and advertise the meetings. Occasionally the
meeting involves a field trip to a project site. SEI also takes initiative for organizing additional seminars that offer continuing
education credits. The current board is comprised of a broad spectrum of professionals who cover a wide range of experience
levels and represent various disciplines. Each member of the board also serves on one or more of the committees

Our meeting schedule for this year is nearly complete with just a few details for the May and June meetings left to be decided.
It is never too early to begin looking for dinner meeting topics for next section year. If anyone is working on a construction
project that will be far along or nearing completion next fall, we would really like to hear about it so we can begin making
preparations to feature your project at a dinner meeting.

Maybe you would prefer to participate in an activity that is less structured. If so, there are mentoring programs at the middle
school, junior high and high school levels. These programs are more flexible on scheduling. If commitment to just a single
weekend is more suitable, the Lehigh Valley Engineering
Council (LVEC) participates in the Odyssey of the Mind
competition for high school students. They are always in need
of proctors, monitors, judges and people to help with
registration.

LVASCE is currently about half way through our section year.
As we move into the second half, we will be seeking
volunteers who are willing to dedicate their time to one of the
aforementioned positions as well as fill any open positions on
the Board of Directors next year. This year we had an influx of
energetic and enthusiastic younger members step onto the

board and also take responsibility for leading several of the We are currently seeking professionals
committees. The results have been impressive. | would like to in various disciplines and locations.
see that trend continue into next year. Visit us at www.TrafficPD.com

If you can find the time please volunteer to step into a position to check out our openings.

of leadership in LVASCE next year. | can assure you from
personal experience that the reward in connecting with peers,
watching young professionals grow into leaders and the )
opportunity to sharpen your own leadership skills will yield Services:

returns far greater than what you put into it. Please visit »Transportation Planning
LVASCE®Gs wevbhmsceé.agq to learn more about
ASCE National and the LVEC. There you will find information
on how you can participate in LVASCE. T

»Highway, Streetscape and Trail Design

»Bridge Design and Inspection
TRAFBC pLANIN,NG »Traffic Signal System Design

. AND DesiGn, Inc. nental Services Permittin
Dion R. Campbe”, P.E., M.ASCE s o Environmental Services and Permitting

610.625.4242 »Construction Management and Inspection
President, ASCE Lehigh Valley Section
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PA ASCE Penn State Football Outing
By: Dion Campbell, P.E., M.ASCE

Sometimes even the most well laid-out plans are foiled by Mother
Nature. Such was the case on November 29, 2014 when members

—— T

from the four Pennsylvania Sections of ASCE attended the football : s “ . .;ﬂrj;;;x'a;:,;grz. z.a.m;
S

game between the Penn State Nittany Lions and Michigan State B ~38Sg N
Spartans at Beaver Stadium. After three months of planning between -
Lehigh Valley, Central PA, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh Sections
everything was set to go. We had an RV with a parking pass, grills,
chips, hot dogs and hamburgers, soft drinks, desserts and outdoor
space heaters procured and ready for a tailgate before the game.
Even the television network cooperated and had the Big Team
Conference move the kick-off time from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, which
would have allowed for much more pregame socializing and revelry.

And then the snow came the Wednesday before the game. The early

season snowfall forced the closure of the RV parking lot. Notice of the closure was not sent out until the night
before the game and left no time for the tailgate organizers to call an audible. Inevitably the tailgate party had to
be canceled leaving each potential tailgater to fend for themselves for pregame festivities.

The morning of the game broke cold and windy. Temperatures at game time were in the 20s with strong blustery
winds. Regardless, those of us that had tickets braved the frigid weather and made our way into the stadium.
Once there the game proved to be just as unpleasant as the weather. Michigan State won the coin toss and
elected to receive. The Spartans returned the opening kick-off for a touchdown. That would be the closest Penn
State would get in scoring for the remainder of the game. The Nittany Lions eventually lost by a score of 34 to 10.

Although the final score was disappointing, there were some highlights. It was Senior Day. The pregame
festivities featured introductions of the senior football players who would be playing their final game at Beaver
Stadium that day. David Taylor, PSU Wrestling, was presented the 2014 Hodge Award as the NCAA Most
Outstanding Wrestler. This was the second time David had won the award and only the third time that someone
had won it multiple times in the 20 year history of the award. At half time they introduced the Blue Band with the
announcement that they had been voted AThe Best Ba
the end of the half time show the seniors from the Blue Band, cheer squad, and National Champion dance team
were individually introduced. Following the game, the football squad gathered in the end zone in front of the
student section and sang along while the Blue Band played the Pennsylvania State University Alma Mater.

Despite the unseasonable weather, cancelation of the tailgate and PSU losing the game it was still an enjoyable
event. In the weeks that followed, the event organizers from the four sections decided to attempt another football
outing next fall but at a game earlier in the season when the weather should be more reliable. Look for the
invitation in an upcoming email or on the website in September.

Lehigh Valley Phantoms Hockey Night
By: Joseph R, McFadden, A.M.ASCE

Members of the Lehigh Valley Section, Philadelphia
Section, and Central PA Section all gathered together
at the new PPL Center on January 30" to watch the
LV Phantoms hockey team take on the Hershey
Bear s. LVASCEOGs Younge
sponsored a happy hour a
Bar prior to the game. Unfortunately, the Hershey
Bear s spoiled the LV Phar
birthday party by beating the Phantoms by a score of
6-1. Aside from the final score, all ASCE attendees
were very impressed with the newly completed venue.

w tnercanSociety

LVASCEOGs experience with
come full circle as the section was fortunate enough to
witness the construction of this arena from the ground
up during past site visits.
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Introducing the new Legislative Affairs Chair
By: John Caperilla, EIT, AM.ASCE
| have recently taken over as the Legislative Affairs committee chair. The former chair, Bill MacNair, will continue

to serve on the committee and | want to thank him for his service. | welcome the opportunity to serve in this role
and look forward to working with you in keeping the section informed on key issues here locally and nationally.

The annual Legislative Fly-In is fast approaching; | will be representing the section at the annual meeting in
Washington D.C. on March 24th and 25th. The two day conference will bring nearly 200 ASCE members and
leaders from sections and branches across the country to learn about public policy issues affecting the profession
of civil engineering and how they can influence the legislative process. We will also be making a trip to Capitol Hill
to meet with our local elected officials to discuss the key issues that are affecting us including the looming
insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund.

Over the next few months, the committee will be reaching out to our State Representatives and Senators as well
as those in the U.S. Congress and Senat e llyffunding dub a c k
infrastructure.

If you are not already, | suggest becoming an ASCE Key Contact. As a Key Contact, you will receive weekly e-
mails from ASCE highlighting key topics and updates from Washington as well as from other states.

On the state front, Leslie Richards was selected by Governor Tom Wolf to serve as the Transportation Secretary.
Richards will replace Barry Schoch, who will continue to serve as a Senior Advisor. Prior to her appointment,
Leslie Richards served as the vice chair of the Montgomery County Board of Commissioners. Richards, also has
served as chair of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission and as a representative on the
Southeastern PA Transit Authority (SEPTA) Board. Before being elected commissioner, Richards served as the
chair and vice chair of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors. In the private sector, Richards served as
a senior project manager at a woman-owned civil engineering firm.

| will provide a report on the Fly-In in our next newsletter. If you are interested in getting move involved or simply
have a question, please feel free to contact me by e-mail at jcaperilla@borton-lawson.com

werraform

/ Engineering, LLC
LAND DEVELOPMENT AND

Engineers

Environmental

CIVIL ENGINEERING SERVICES Consultants

Shaping YOUJ" WOi"ld Surveyors
One East Broad Street, Suite 330

Bethlehem, PA 18018 Landscape

PHONE: 484-895-4632 Architects
www.terraformengineering.com

Safety

Consultants

Benchmark

CIVIL ENGINEERING SERVICES, INC ' ) 610-866-8330
IVIL ENGINEERI ERVICE ,I A = rettew.com | @O0
**For Residential, Commercial, and Industrial Sites™ RETTEW ‘

We answer to you.

* Traffic Engineering ¢ Lot Surveying ¢ Grading Plans

941 Marcon Boulevard,
Suite 801
Allentown, PA 18109

* PennDOT Permits  * Stormwater Improvements

610-776-6700 www.bencivil. com
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Student Research Presentations By

When:

Time:

Where;
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Thursday, April 16, 2015

5:30 pm & Social Hour
6:30 pm & Dinner
7:30 pm 0 Student Presentations

Lehigh University, Asa Packer Campus
Fritz Engineering Laboratory

13 East Packer Avenue

Bethlehem, PA 18015

Stay tuned for dinner menu and presentation topics in a future email.
In the meantime

DiGiolA GRAY
& ASSOCIATES

Consulting Engineers and Scientists

www.digioiagray.com

Great Career
Opportunities!

Pittsburgh, PA esd qusterss Pottstown, PA Tempe, AZ

Seerd

PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

PROVIDING ENGINEERING
SERVICES SINCE 1966

2041 Avenue C, Suite 100, Bethlehem, PA 18017
610-231-0600 | www.pennoni.com

, keep chec king the events page on the LVASCE website.

|

MEM AHON

TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS & PLANNERS
mcmahonassociates.com

4 «

A full-service transportation engineering firm
specializing in:

Traffic Engineering
Transportation Planning
Highways
Structures/Bridges
ITS/Signals

Transit

Highway Safety

Data Collection

Roanoke, VA Charlotte, NC

» Construction Services
» Energy & Sustainability
* Environmental

» Fabrication Inspection
« Geotechnical

« Laboratory Testing

e Land Development

» Landscape Architecture
* MEP

« Municipal

« Planning

» Structural

* Survey & Geomatics

« Transportation

« Water/Wastewater

Land Surveying

GIS & Custom Software
Development

Serving the Lehigh Valley Region from:
840 Hamilton Street, Suite 203
Allentown, PA 18101
610.628.2994

Also serving the Mid-Atlantic region from:

Corporate Headquarters:
Fort Washington, PA Exton, PA Camp Hill, PA Pittsburgh, PA Yardville, NJ
215.283.9444 610.594.9995 717.975.0295 412.928.2056 609.585.5745
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2015 Multi-Region Leadership Conference 1 Miami, FL
By: Erin Feichtner, EIT, A.M.ASCE & Greg Kuklinski, P.E., M.ASCE

Over 350 current and rising leaders from W
ASCEGs Regions, Sect ™
Younger Member Groups, and Student
Organizations gathered for an opportunity
to develop and enhance their leadership
skills, receive greater exposure to the
organization, operations, and resources of
ASCE and network with peers and
colleagues in warm Miami, FL on January
8-9, at the Hyatt Regency for the 2015
Multi-Region Leadership Conference.

] ,h B

Organized under the umbrella of the Multi-
Region Leadership Conference, three major . —
Society components met concurrently as From left to right: Greg Kuklinskipe McFadderand Erin Feichtner
well as individually during this intensive 2
day event. The three Multi-Region Leadership Conferences encompassed the Workshops for Section and Branch
Leaders (WSBL), the Eastern Region Younger Member Conference (ERYMC), and the Workshops for Student
Chapter Leaders (WSCL). In attendance from the Lehigh Valley Section was: Erin Feichtner, EIT, A.M.ASCE from
Borton Lawson, Joe McFadden, A.M.ASCE from Michael Baker International and Greg Kuklinski, P.E, M.ASCE
from Alfred Benesch & Co.

The conference started out with a volunteer outreach event on Thursday night where local girl scouts were
introduced to whatthefield of civil engineering is and tasked with
common craft items. Erin and Joe got to work with two very energetic and bright girls who designed a rescue
apparatus that retrieved the dog in 30 seconds, earning them second place.

The main conference started on Friday morning. As

part of his duties on the National Leader Training
Committee, Greg was responsible for planning and
organizing the WSBL and coordinating with the WSCL
and the ERYMC. Joe attended the WSBL and Erin
attended the ERYMC as the
delegates. The Friday Session began with the section
representatives being intr
executive director Thomas Smith 11l and given an
overview of the national ASCE organization and

structure by the Director of Geographic Services

Nancy Berson and her staff. Later in the morning at

the ERYMC, delegates received an introduction to the
national Committee on Younger Members (CYM) and

-/ .. participated in open discussion with leaders from other
Younger Member Groups. These discussions resulted in several best practices ideas of technical lectures,

outreach events, and membership incentives that have worked well in other areas. The WSBL delegates went to

a session called fiLeading Otherso which helped to bo
yourself and others.

Right after lunch on Friday, ASCE President Bob Stevens, Ph.D., P.E., F.ASCE, President-Elect Mark Woodson,
P.E., F.ASCE, and Executive Director Tom Smith Ill, F.ASCE, addressed questions from the audience on key
issues such as transportation funding and the raise the bar initiative. President-Elect Woodson urged everyone in
attendance to contact their government representatives asking them to raise the gas tax to help fund
infrastructure and promote sustainability. Next the group was broken into their geographic regions and were
allowed to network and share updates and ideas with others in Region 2.  After the Region Breakout, a mock
board meeting skit was run by the Region Governors and Directors which demonstrated how not to run a
Section/Branch board meeting and some useful advice to effectively run a board meeting . The last session of the
day was a lecture on how to address confrontational and difficult people in leadership positions which was
presented by former ASCE National President Blaine Leonard, P.E., F.ASCE.

Joe McFadden and Erin Feichtnerpose with future engine

Continued on next page




At the end of the day, there was a reception outside
the hotel along the Miami River with all delegates and
then later that evening, there was a Younger Member
social at a local bar which was an evening full of trivia
and great networking between other Younger Member
Group representatives.

Saturday all three groups attended an interactive and
enjoyable lecture on generational differences and how
these differences impact the work place. Erin then
attended the Younger Member portion of the morning
which included a presentation on the newly completed
Miami Port Tunnel, which was an advanced and large

scale project for the Florida Region. Next the ERYMC

: business meeting was held. The most notable item on
the agenda to be passed was to nominate Newark, NJ as the location for the 2017 ERYMC. The WSBL
delegates attended a session on ASCE Resources available to your Section/Branch from National and got to
attend two Best Practices Breakout Sessions which were session given by members regarding activities that
wor ked wel |l in their Section Branch. Al of the de
Makes a Leader 0o f.E, ®ist MABGEewWhd i®»aof@mer NaB Seabee and current Senior Vice
President at Parsons. The presentation described the
characteristics of a | ead and 0 0 ondu 0
self if you wish to be an effective leader.

Joe McFadden receiving the Website Award from Pres. Bob Ste

To close the day, the WSBL members attended an
ethics session and the Younger Members attended a
panel discussion on experiences and advice for
transitioning into a management position. Section and
Branch Awards were presented at the conclusion of
the conference, LVASCE received the 2014
Outstanding Section and Branch Web Site Award in
the Asmall 6 Section and Branch membership category
(<501members). Joe accepted this award on behalf of
the website committee for helping to develop our
Sectiond6s new website.
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