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President’s Corner 

By: Ben Guthrie, A. M. ASCE 

 

ASCE:  Connecting the Civil Engineering 
Community by LVASCE President Ben Guthrie 
 
This year the Lehigh Valley Section is celebrating our 90th anniversary.  
The section began with 22 members in 1922, and has grown to include 
nearly 500 members.  ASCE Lehigh Valley has hosted more than 30 
events in the past year and we are welcoming new faces at seemingly 
every event.   To make sure we are serving each of our members, we 
want to hear from you.  What can ASCE do to better serve our civil 
engineering community? 
 
What ASCE is Already Doing 
Continuing Education and Professional Growth – Our members have been 
earning PDHs with presentations focused on innovative local projects and 
technical subjects that are relevant in the Lehigh Valley.  Local leaders 
and technical experts come to our meetings to speak about topics such as 
Marcellus Shale, sinkholes, and the environmental remediation of the 
Bethlehem Steel site.  ASCE has organized tours of major construction 
projects and co-sponsored events with other local organizations.   Dr. Ben 
Yen of Lehigh University has led ASCE members on popular tours of 
bridges throughout Allentown, Bethlehem, and Easton.   
 
Social and Networking Events – ASCE isn’t just about technical training.     
ASCE also provides opportunities to build relationships within the Lehigh 
Valley’s civil engineering community. The ASCE picnic is a popular 
tradition that our members look forward to each August.  Our growing 
Younger Members Group hosts monthly happy hours and special events 
such as trivia night, local trail cleanups, winery tours, Iron Pigs games, 
and ASCE bowling night.   We have co-sponsored events with the student 
chapters at Lehigh University and Lafayette College and joined the North 
Jersey Section of ASCE for a ski trip. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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LVASCE’s 90

th
 Anniversary celebration on 

December 7! See page 9 for more info 

 Upcoming Events! 
Panel Discussion at Lafayette 
Nov. 8th 
 
Open Forum: Shaping the Future 
of ASCE Lehigh Valley  
Nov. 28th  
 
90th Anniversary Celebration with 
Past-President Andy Herrmann  
Dec. 7th 

Like us on Facebook (http://facebook.com/lvasce) or check out our 

website (http://lvasce.org ) to keep up with the section’s events! 

http://facebook.com/lvasce
http://lvasce.org/
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Connecting the Civil Engineering Community (Continued from page 1) 
 

Political Action – Through the Legislative fly-in to Washington D.C., ASCE’s Infrastructure 
Report Card, and Legislative Affairs Day in Harrisburg, our members are getting involved in 
the political process and working to increase awareness of issues important to engineers.  
Sign up for ASCE’s Key Contact program to stay informed about state and national issues 
affecting civil engineers.  Locally, ASCE members have been working with local municipalities 
to complete a comprehensive inventory of infrastructure in the Lehigh Valley.  This data will 
help local leaders identify future funding needs with a focus on life-cycle costs. 
 
The Future of ASCE Lehigh Valley 
On Wednesday, November 28, ASCE will be hosting an open forum for all members of the 
civil engineering community.  We want you to tell us - What can ASCE do to better serve civil 
engineers in the Lehigh Valley?  The event is free for all attendees and dinner will be 
provided.   
 
ASCE is also launching a membership survey.  What can ASCE do locally to play a more 
meaningful role in your career and profession?  How can we improve communication with our 
members?  Would you like to see more outreach to local elementary and high school 
students?  Is there a location we should consider for future events?  How can we volunteer 
our civil engineering skills to serve our local community?  Keep an eye on your inbox and be 
sure to take a few minutes to complete the survey. 
 
Would you like  to get more involved?  ASCE is always looking for fresh ideas.  I hope you will 
join us for our open forum on November 28 and help to shape the future of the Lehigh Valley 
Section. 

 

A Year in the Valley by Chris Skrabak 
 
After a full year of working in the Lehigh Valley, I can safely say that I know I’ve picked the 
right profession. First, a little background:  I moved here a little over a year ago from 
Harrisburg, PA and now reside in the city of Easton.  I graduated from Lafayette College in 
2011 and have been working for Cherry Weber & Associates as an entry level structural 
engineer (I promise, this isn’t going to be a resume…).  
 
My first year in bridge inspection has been great.  It’s hard to believe it’s already been a year. 
 Like any job, it has its pros and cons.  One of my favorite parts of the job (and civil 
engineering in general) is the amount of time I get to spend outdoors.  I’m currently working 
on a project that has me “in the field” two days a week with three days in the office.  The 
variation makes the weeks fly by and I get to see a lot of the concepts I learn in the office 
firsthand.  During spring, summer and fall, the outdoor nature of my work is something I boast 
about to friends and family.  During the winter I do my fair share of “venting”.  I was on a night 
contract over this past winter and on a good night it was 20° F.  Not even four layers of 
clothing make that a comfortable workday. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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A Year in the Valley (Continued from page 2) 
 
The outdoors also brings a few elements to the 
table that aren’t common in an office job.  I was 
in the middle of a bridge inspection when my 
boss told me there was a bear behind the 
guiderail.  I didn’t believe him until I saw it with 
my own eyes and then made a hasty retreat to 
the company truck.  I’ve also become familiar 
with what many inspectors and fishermen call 
“overtopping”.  We wear chest height waders to 
inspect the undersides of bridges over 
waterways and they normally do a good job of 
keeping the inspector dry.  I was under a 
concrete slab bridge a few weeks ago and was 
inspecting the abutment.  The water was about 
3’ deep for the first 150’ but the streambed had 
scoured out at the downstream end due to an 
outfall.  Without realizing it, I was no longer 
walking on streambed but was on the footing.  I 
took one wrong step and found myself in a 6’ 
deep scour hole.  Luckily it was a hot day (and I 
managed to keep my notes dry!).   In all 
seriousness though, the field experiences have 
been really useful in learning the variables in 
play.  I get to see firsthand the reasoning 
behind a design choice or why a type of design 
should be avoided.  
 
Another factor that’s helping me grow as an 
engineer is ASCE.  The Lehigh Valley ASCE 
meetings have exposed me to real problems 
engineers face and the solutions they employ. 
 Allentown’s Director of Public Works, Richard 
Young’s “The Bridges of Allentown” 
presentation was an incredible opportunity. 
 Also, at a more basic level, ASCE helps with 
the transition from college to the “real world”. It 
was really helpful to talk to other young 
members and swap stories of entering the 
working world.  It’s made my first year in the 
valley welcoming and enriching. 

October Bridge Tour 
by Gregory Kuklinski 
 
On 10/4/12, approx. 50 students from Lehigh 
University and 5 Section members came out 
to the 9th Annual Bridge Tour in Bethlehem 
conducted by Dr. Ben Yen, PhD, Emeritus 
Professor of Civil Engineering at Lehigh 
University.  During the tour, the attendees got 
to learn about the original construction of the 
bridges, some of the design challenges as 
well as practical information about designing 
bridges within a budget.  The bridges that 
were visited on this tour were the Fahy 
Bridge, Wrought Iron pedestrian bridge on 
Sand Island, the Lehigh Canal aqueduct over 
the Monocacy Creek, the Hill-Hill Bridge (SR 
378) and the Norfolk Southern Railroad 
bridges on Sand Island.   These bridge tours 
are conducted twice a year (rotates between 
Easton, Bethlehem and Allentown.)  If you 
have not been on one in the past 9 years, I 
would encourage you to attend one in the 
future.  You will find them very informative 
and will learn something new. 
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              YMF Members at a monthly Happy Hour                                      

  

The Younger Member Forum (YMF) seeks to 
engage younger members of the Lehigh Valley 
Section of ASCE with social events as well as 
opportunities for professional development. 
Some of the regularly hosted events include 
monthly happy hours and an annual whitewater 
rafting trip. The YMF actively engages with the 
universities in the Lehigh Valley in order to 
continue to engage the students with the 
professional world. Interested in learning more 
about YMF? Contact Bethany Ashman at 
bashman@benesch.com 
 

Younger 

Member 

Forum 

Lafayette ASCE Goes to Nashville 
By Rachel Mount and Stephanie 
Silva 
 
As secretary and social chair of the Lafayette 
College Student Chapter of ASCE, we had the 
opportunity to attend the 2012 ASCE Workshop 
for Student Chapter Leaders in Nashville. We 
found the content presented to us in this 
conference very beneficial to our chapter. 

 
Upon arriving in Nashville, TN, we were very 
excited about the next two days that would be 
filled with meeting and interacting with other 
engineering students as well as professionals who 
are active with their local ASCE chapters. We 
found the whole conference and all of the 
sessions helpful in some way, but there were a 
few sessions in particular that stood out to us. 
The one that truly resounded with us was the 
Regional Breakout session. We met other 
advisors and professional members of ASCE from 
the Lehigh Valley. Specifically, we met with people 
who work with our local chapter and it was great to 
put names to faces of people we had heard about 
since joining our ASCE chapter. We also met 
other student leaders from Region 2 and 
discussed with them what their expectations were 
for the Mid-Atlantic Conference that we would be 
hosting in the Spring. When the Mid-Atlantic 
conference rolled around, we were able to 
reconnect with the people we had met in Nashville 
as they came to Lafayette as judges or 
participants. 

(continued on page 6) 

YMF Wants YOU! 
 
Did you know that the YMF hosts monthly 
happy hours with free appetizers? Keep your 
eyes on the website, or on our Facebook page 
to make sure that you’re up to date with the 
latest events hosted by LVASCE. 
 
YMF is the future of the LVASCE and that’s 
why we recognize the importance of 
connecting with our members through various 
methods. You’ll start to notice changes in the 
next few months, and if you’re a social media 
guru or you have an interest in website design 
and would like to lend us a hand, we’d love to 
have you on board! Contact Donovan Hayes 
at dhayes@benesch.com for more info! 
 

mailto:bashman@benesch.com
mailto:dhayes@benesch.com
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ASCE To Host P.E. Review Course! 

Are you scheduled for the April P.E. Exam?  Do you have employees or co-workers 
preparing for the exam?  For the benefit of ASCE members and any others who are 
interested, the Lehigh Valley Section has made arrangements to host ASCE’s live P .E. 
Civil Exam 12-Part Review Course right here in the Lehigh Valley. 
 
Course Description 

Earning your P.E. license is one of the most pivotal steps in your career – make sure 
you are well prepared for this essential milestone by enrolling in an ASCE Review 
Course.  This course is a series of 12 two-hour, live webinars held over a six-week 
period, covering topics and material that have high probability of appearing on the 
exam, according to your instructors’ experiential insight. You’ll benefit from immediate 
feedback and assistance from your instructors during the live webinars, and supplement 
your learning with on-demand recordings of the sessions.  

Course Schedule 

All Live Webinar sessions are scheduled for 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time. If you are unable to attend a live session, 
don't worry, you'll have free access to an on-demand recording. 

Date Session 

Tuesday, Feb 5 Structural Analysis  

Thursday, Feb 7 Strength of Materials 

Tuesday, Feb 12 Structural Design 

Thursday, Feb 
14 

Geometric Design 

Tuesday, Feb 19 Geomechanics 

Thursday, Feb 
21 

Foundation Engineering 

Tuesday, Feb 26 Hydraulics 

Thursday, Feb 
28 

Hydrology 

Tuesday, Mar 5 Waste and Water 
Treatment Thursday, Mar 7 Construction Materials 

Tuesday, Mar 12 Construction Scheduling 
and Estimating Thursday, Mar 

14 
Engineering Cost Analysis 

Registration 

Normally this course costs $1,395.  However, if you sign up through 
ASCE-LV, the registration fee is just $450!   

 
Please RSVP to Jim Hendricks (jhendricks@rettew.com). 

 
  

mailto:jhendricks@rettew.com
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           LVASCE Members floating down the Lehigh River 

 
Whitewater Rafting 
By Bethany Ashman 
 
The Lehigh Valley ASCE Younger Members 
spent a Saturday in June together rafting 
down the Lehigh River in Class II and III 
rapids during a dam release in Jim Thorpe, 
PA. It was a fun and intense way to see the 
beauty of the Lehigh River Gorge and to get 
to know other civil engineers in the area. We 
had a total of 10 rafters, ages ranging from 
10-65, all who were able to survive the 
rapids and the water gun fights of the day. 
 Everyone had a great time and we will be 
hosting this event next year as well. 
 

Lafayette ASCE Goes to Nashville 
(continued from page 4) 

 
The presentations also provided valuable 
information on how to improve our chapter. We 
discussed with the students in our group how to 
identify good leaders to take up positions in our 
chapters. There was also a session in which 
fundraising ideas were shared. Both of these 
sessions will help us in future endeavors of 
voting for officers in the coming years and 
being able to financially support the events that 
our chapter holds during the academic year. 
 
We would like to say thank you to the Lehigh 
Valley ASCE chapter; without your sponsorship 
we would not have been able to attend this 
conference. 
 
 
 
 

Why I continue to participate in ASCE by Donovan Hayes 
 
Just last May, I graduated from college and found myself launched into the real world, 
plunging into a new world of responsibility, early morning wake-ups, and a cubicle to call 
my own. I was no longer in the place that had I had called home for the past 4 years of my 
life, and I suddenly felt the reality that things were going to change. During college, it 
seems that my friends and I all thought of the real world as something that lurked just 
beyond the outskirts of the college campus, and every year it snatched up some more 
unsuspecting students. Then graduation day came and we all packed up our school books 
and headed off into the great unknown. 

(Continued on page 7) 
 

 
Bridge Tour Participants gather around the bridge to listen to Dr. Ben Yen  
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Why I continue to participate in ASCE  (continued from page 6) 

 
In this information age, it should be easy to maintain contact with all my friends and classmates, 
but sometimes that is not the case. Sometimes I’m so busy with work and all of life’s other little 
details that I don’t even communicate with my friends for weeks at a time. Work takes up a big 
chunk of the day, and sometimes my friends that aren’t civil engineers can’t really sympathize 
with the work that I do each day. But civil engineers share a common bond. Whichever sub-
discipline of civil engineering we have pursued, we all understand that we have been entrusted 
with a great responsibility to the rest of the world, so we need to make sure that we take care of 
every detail in our designs. 

 
In college, our ASCE chapter brought people together who were pursuing a degree in civil 
engineering. We attended the ASCE steel bridge competition together, people hosted cookouts 
at their houses, and we sponsored a Friday night happy hour to celebrate a 6 hour break from 
schoolwork (a true engineering student’s weekend should not last more than 6 hours). During 
the week, we sponsored lunchtime talks in which professors presented their research, 
professionals spoke about their work, and some students discussed their senior projects. The 
civil engineers in my class spent most of our time together, and by the end of my senior year my 
best friends were the people that were serving with me on the ASCE board. 

 
I certainly want that legacy of ASCE bringing civil engineers together to continue as I move out 
of the close-knit community of college. I love going to the monthly happy hours with the 
Younger Members’ Forum (YMF) to unwind at the end of a long day. I also truly appreciate the 
wisdom that Dr. Ben Yen imparts to us on every bridge tour, and I will continue to attend every 
one that I can. At the summer picnic this year, there were about 20-30 attendees and we all had 
a great time just enjoying the weather and some grilled food while we chatted about the things 
that were on our mind. We took a break from the grind of the work week and got a chance to 
reflect on the fact that as civil engineers, we were getting to do something we really loved to do. 
In addition, I got to talk to other engineers who had just recently been in my shoes as entry-level 
engineers. These informal mentors have provided me with tremendous guidance as I begin to 
navigate the real world. 

 
This is just a portion of what I believe being part of ASCE can offer to a civil engineer, but I 
hope it helps you see that ASCE has something to offer to you as a member! 

The Cure for the Summertime Blues 
By Phil Bellis 
 
This past summer, I had the opportunity to be an intern at Alfred Benesch and Company. During 
my three month internship as an entry-level engineer, I performed calculations, prepared tables 
for reports, and, for a day, even made copies (as any good intern should). Most importantly, I was 
finally able to use my collegiate training in the working world. 

 
Many important aspects of civil engineering are taught at college. Rigorous courses expose you to 
the tools of the trade, preparing you for whichever path you pursue. In many ways, this is 
successful. Students learn how to make proper calculations, convey results concisely, and, most 
importantly, make proper engineering-based decisions. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The input from the public sessions will be used to 
develop five key plans and to develop policy 
recommendations. The five plans are: 
 
* Lehigh Valley Regional Affordable Housing Plan; 
* Regional Sustainable Economic Development Plan; 
* Jobs/Housing Balance Study; 
* Climate and Energy Conservation Plan; and 
* Fresh Food Access Plan 
 
The meeting served as a pilot for a series of 
public input meetings being held on Envision 
Lehigh Valley being held throughout the area at 
this time. For additional information on Envision 
Lehigh Valley, go to http://envisionlehighvalley.com. 

 

Special Announcement: 90th 
Anniversary/Holiday Banquet on 
December 7th by Tim Kramer 
 
The Lehigh Valley Section is pleased to 
announce the that our 90th Anniversary Holiday 
Banquet will be held on Friday, December 7, 
2012 at the ArtsQuest Steel Stacks in the Blast 
Furnace room.  Our guest speaker will be ASCE 
National Past-President Andrew Herrmann who 
will be presenting on the Society’s Failure to Act 
infrastructure initiative and how we can overcome 
the hurdles of paying for our crumbling 
infrastructure. 
 
This event is expected to sell out completely as it 
has attracted the attention of other Sections 
within our Region. See page 9 for more info! 

 
 

The Cure for the Summertime Blues (continued 
from page 7) 

 
While at Benesch, I learned why these skills were 
reinforced year after year. However, there was a 
difference. The comparison tables I prepared were no 
longer academic exercises. Rather, they were for 
clients who expected professional results. This made 
it necessary to revise my work several times in order 
to guarantee a flawless submittal.  While one or two 
revisions would have been enough for a school 
assignment, it took many to achieve a professional 
standard. It was a humbling experience. Each draft 
hangs on a wall in my room, reminding me to strive 
for professional results in my academic studies. 
 
On my first day at Benesch, I was confident and 
thought I was ready for anything. By August 3rd, I 
was equally confident, but for a different reason. I had 
just finished a great internship and learned a valuable 
lesson. I learned what it takes to be successful 
outside the collegiate bubble. I learned that, what my 
classmates thought was excessive, my professional 
colleagues expected. I learned the lessons that are 
not taught in the classroom, the lessons that make 
you more than a student - the lessons that make you 
an engineer. 
 

September Dinner Meeting 
By Bill MacNair 
 
The September dinner meeting was held at the 
Allentown Brew Works on September 18. It featured 
a discussion by Holly Edinger of the Lehigh Valley 
Economic Planning Commission on Envision Lehigh 
Valley. Envision Lehigh Valley is a public outreach 
planning program to develop a complete sustainable 
community plan for the Lehigh Valley. A sustainable 
community plan considers the long term goals of a 
community with economic, social and environmental 
considerations. The Lehigh Valley is projected to 
continue to grow another 145,000 people by 2030. A 
sustainable community plan will outline how the 
region can grow responsibly to accommodate these 
new residents without compromising the quality of life 
in the Lehigh Valley. 

 
 

Section President Ben Guthrie listening to Dr. Ben Yen 

 

http://envisionlehighvalley.com/
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Do you know about the LVASCE committees? No matter 
what your specific discipline of civil engineering, there is 
a committee for you! 
 
For more information, get in touch with the chair of the 
committee you’re interested in, or contact LVASCE 

president Ben Guthrie at bguthrie@trafficpd.com  

Committees 

Geotechnical 
 
The Geotechnical Committee wishes to organize before the end of 2012, and begin offering 
benefits to the greater geotechnical community of the Section.  In the short term, we envision 
that these benefits will include shared forums for continuing education (particularly ASCE 
webinars), organizing and providing technical programs, as well as opportunities to network 
with peers and colleagues with common interests.  The Committee will be open to all geo-
professionals that are active members of the Section (or work for organizations with active 
members), educators, students, etc. 
 
The first step is to form a steering committee.  If you are interested in getting in on the ground 
floor of this committee, and wish to have a direct influence on its structure and purpose, please 
contact Phil Gauffreau (in person at a dinner meeting, or at pgauffreau@maserconsulting.com). 
 We look forward to hearing from you and getting started. 

mailto:bguthrie@trafficpd.com
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Membership- Phil Gauffreau 
 
Nominating/Awards- Tim Kramer (tkramer@benesch.com) 
 
Lehigh Valley Engineering Council/Engineers Week Banquet- Scott 
Stenroos (sstenroos@keystoneconsultingengineers.com)  
 
Younger Member Forum- Bethany Ashman (bashman@benesch.com) 
 
Student Chapter Affiars – Greg Kuklinski (gkuklinski@benesch.com) 
 
Website – Donovan Hayes and Bill MacNair (dhayes@benesch.com, 
billmacnair@gmail.com) 
 
Continuing Education- Jim Hendricks (jhendricks@rettew.com)  
 
Legislative Affairs- Bill MacNair (billmacnair@gmail.com)  
 
Hospitality – Contact Ben Guthrie (bguthrie@trafficpd.com)  
 
Structures- Joe Sirignano (jsirignano@benesch.com)  
 
Transportation- Mark Roth (mroth@benesch.com)  
 
Environmental- Aaron Frantz (frantzar@cdmsmith.com)  

 

Committees 

(Continued) 

mailto:tkramer@benesch.com
mailto:sstenroos@keystoneconsultingengineers.com
mailto:bashman@benesch.com
mailto:gkuklinski@benesch.com
mailto:dhayes@benesch.com
mailto:billmacnair@gmail.com
mailto:jhendricks@rettew.com
mailto:billmacnair@gmail.com
mailto:bguthrie@trafficpd.com
mailto:jsirignano@benesch.com
mailto:mroth@benesch.com
mailto:frantzar@cdmsmith.com
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Don’t Forget to Update your 
ASCE Contact Information with National 

and renew your ASCE Dues! 
http://asce.org 

 
Our email database comes from the information you provide to 

ASCE National 

UPDATE YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY! 
Our e-mails provide up-to-date information on upcoming events 

 

WANT TO ADVERTISE WITH LVASCE? 
Contact: 

Kenneth Heaton 
Kheaton525@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ATTENTION!!! 
 

Now taking sponsors 

One-time ad or job posting in newsletter  
$75 for business card size 

$150 for double business card size 

Sponsor an LVASCE Meeting 
Includes: Recognition in the meeting 

announcement sent to entire section, a 
Powerpoint slide, banner and table for 

advertising at the dinner 
$150 

Contact Ben Guthrie (bguthrie@trafficpd.com) if 
you are interested! 

http://asce.org/
mailto:bguthrie@trafficpd.com
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Engineers … are not mere technicians and 
should not approve or lend their name to any 

project that does not promise to be 
beneficent to man and the advancement of 

civilization 
- John Fowler - 

Engineering problems are under-
defined, there are many solutions, 

good, bad and indifferent. The art is to 
arrive at a good solution. This is a 

creative activity, involving imagination, 
intuition and deliberate choice. 

- Ove Arup - 
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